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Welcome to CSE 365!
● I hope you find it to be a fun class
● You don’t need to know anything that wasn’t in the official prereqs

– You’ll be able to pick up Python, C, etc. as we go
– Same goes for the Linux command line

● This is an introductory course
● Not really a difficult course…

– ...but it is a 300-level CSE course, no bite-sized chunks
– It’s like riding a bike, just start pedaling at the beginning and keep pedaling

● If something is not clear…
– Read the instructions and source code, Google things, man pages
– Ask a question in Piazza



A little bit about me...
● Research area is Internet freedom, broadly 

speaking
– Mostly, right now that means VPN security and 

education
– In the past I’ve done some Internet censorship 

measurement and tracking, and hope to do more in the 
future

● Part of the Biodesign Center for Biocomputation, 
Security, and Society, academic appointment is in 
SCAI



Syllabus in a nutshell
● Course website and Piazza
● Grade is based on three homework sets
● Use Linux and a repo
● Breakout sessions
● Cheating
● Security token
● Title IX



Why study cybersecurity?
● Obvious answers

– It’s required
– Jobs
– National security

● Less obvious answers
– It’s shaping world events
– You could be part of that



Some thought experiments
● You're a reporter, activist, lawyer, academic, 

programmer, medical professional, someone who 
posts on social media, etc.

● You…
– Send a message to a friend
– Post something in a group chat
– Cross a border
– Open an email from your friend



● For each of these four things:
– What kind of information controls might apply?
– What does it have to do with things we’ll cover this 

semester?



1. Send a message to a friend (or 
source, or colleague, or ...)



https://wfuv.org/content/iowa-reporter-goes-trial-case-raises-press-freedom-concerns



Eve

Alice Bob



2. Post something in a group chat (or 
on social media, or ...)
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https://citizenlab.ca/2020/05/we-chat-they-watch/



3. Cross a border (or get arrested, or 
stay in a hotel, or ...)
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4. Open an email from a friend (or 
download an app, or do nothing, 

or ...)



tinyurl.com/8jxzuf7u





$msg = “hello; chmod 777 log.txt”
`echo $msg`

echo hello; chmod 777 log.txt



Why study cybersecurity?
● Obvious answers

– It’s required
– Jobs
– National security

● Less obvious answers
– It’s shaping world events
– You could be part of that
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